b

MO CHANGE in Cla§
DECTASSTFT B

TRITL
# §

5

TELNGENCE GROUP
AN REPORT

COUNTRY  USSE DATE:
Date: 'H
SUBJECT  he 7th Section of the Red Arwy Genural ST

Cihar 1 ,
This document is hereby segrafed t9 1 " 16 4 v 1947
25X1A6a CONFIDENTIAL in accordance With tREFES 4

el I e el o BT
25X1X6 |2 | e
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1. Genersl

o

The 7th Section of the Red Army Goneral Staff wes formed during the wer 8%
the drdiiative of the Chief Politiscal Administration of the Red Avmy ts
handle matters not falling within the competonce of the -Existing stalf
gsebions. Its primary tesks were the carrying ond of politiesl and wsycho-
lopgicsl werfare agalast eneny troopy im the field, and the implementation
of Soviet peliticsl pelicy iu occupied ferrilorizs. .

Z. Urpandzabion end Terscaned

&, Ine-Cections” were added to the normal six sections of each major field b
hosdgrarters ("Feonta® apd Srmies). Attached detachments were sent down to
divisional headqusriers from the 7-Sectlons of the army. Nermally, there
w2y ne representation on corps staffs. ’

B At all levels, the T-Sectioms worked clossly with the Political amd
Special ("Smereh®} Sections of their headgusriers. Section persomnel,
both aduimistrative ead fleld, were considered to be "political workers®
oA UTRBeTunK and, in the case of efficers, were generally graduates
of bigher miiltary-politicel institations, or of gpeclal courses given
upder the Chief Politleal Adminisiration. '

e I lower echeloms, the basic 7-Senticn perscmnel were senlor and junior :
instructors for Work among the Troops and Population of the Enemyn .
WARCTPY KToFR 0 PAROTE CPEAV BOucK W HACEAERME TWPOTHUBHUK &)
azd "Inetructors for the Demoralization of Bnemy Troops® (u kel YKTOPA TID :
PARLOEH MO BOMCK TROTURHYNAE A divisiopal 7-Section detachment
generally consisted of 4wo senloy {nstructors and saveral Jumicr instructors
in ecach ea¥sgory. Depending on the tactical situation, additional in-
slxuctors snd other specialists wore sent down from army headguarters,
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In Pebraary 1945 s Lor exarmle, when the S5 Division "lallondiea™ and elements
of the Irench 35 Division "Charlernmna® were coimitted on the Soviet 6lsh
Aemy front, special psycholopical varfare units etompossd of French and
walloon Comrmnists were attached ho the 7-Section detachments of units
facing these divisione, Bouipped vith lendspeuliers and leaflet-schells,
these specisl unlfs were morkedly sueccssfuvl in Inducing tho surrender or
desertion of their compatriots. ’

d, drmy F-Sections, In addition to their noemal pevsomnel, penerally had an
attached German or fustelan Yantli-Pagcist whose job wvas to carey on
Taoitorop? amon? prisanefa:smef-*;aﬁ The 61st Jrsyts anti-Faseist was an
Austrian named Algner, '

2, During the Pollsh ecampairm, "Instwcetors for Poiish latters® were a,sswnc

o many fleld headquarters, especiclly %o those widh attached Polis
: !11"3.{:8. .

Vork -of 7=Bections at. the Froos

Tn covbat, the work of the 7-Secitions was of the follovin: kinds:

L 'stu,mmﬁlcal varfare ualayz 1(311{3"’{‘&_1101‘51 and leofleth shells,

(1) ‘ihe Soviets used three types of loudspealiers ynder ‘combat conditions,
The largest, known as the IGU { My oe M\-;@é'm é"@@mﬂ*:ﬂgﬁﬁ ¥

el q-

800=3,000 meters, "he 10U carricd a erew of tuwo officers and fhres
idiers and uae atbached %o lover cchielons fronm army 7«SSctions. The
(oY o1 OKERHNAR ToBOFRIGAR 'f@rﬁff&‘ﬂ%{ﬂ) or trench-loudanealier, vas
smallier apparvatus with a tu«-umn erelr (ore officer and ong soldier),
with &-range not exceading 800G metors. Hard loudspeakers Loy vorlk a'i;

closa quartem were alse used. Parphlets und other sropaganda 1isorature

eve geatbered over enemy lines by o special morbar shel 1 called the

-{2) Tn the Red Armyis p Y;rcholc{;ic@l voyfare work preat emphasis vas, of sourss
placed on the Free Lermany Committee and ithe Tearue of Uepnan 0fficers
and the role that they viore o plm' in the fulure Cermany. In addition”
te the TFree Cermon manifestoes,ets., slogans Drom Stalin's. wartine
:paenhe cosicerningy Geruany wars nas-.a to “he work of the 7-Sections.
The two slogans, "Our purpose ig the annihilation of Fageisn, not of the
Germen people™, and "Hitlers come and [Hilers go, butb ’chc Geriwn people

V"m}‘" were th@ BOS wfz.dely distributed,

EA

De Driefing and returning to onerm]-.l:! res of deserbep-woluntosrs.

{1) In Pebruary 1945, b"‘dcer'* cane doud to T=Section field detachments Ho-
(‘l.ect relisble Ps and 1o send them Yack to the Geruwan lines with the
teaion of indesing their corwades to deserb. AS a rndul-t “ten pexbent
i 211 priscners and deseriers were turned.over %o the ’!-»oec’ﬁ.fuons for
€3craem.ng‘f, briefing, and preporation for return to their owm lines, The
‘rieling, which varely lasted vore than two or three days, conele sted in
ainsing the pm sopers with the oxbent of the Soviet and Allied
ances, the work of the Free Cermuny Corrd frees and the ._nt.c.-lvd.scu';‘b
2ot , and the Sovicb war ains with respect to Jovruany, . These selcebed
, ieroel esmeemllf well freated so thut They could renword o thei&:'
corwades shat, sontrary to Cerman shories of Hussion barbarism, Fls were
1ed with Iklndness and b nihre Tefore belng sent bam-, the pr
e required 49 sign 2 promise o retura on ecs*lé’own of their wmis siém.

zatimated that not more thow five percent over rebuned, Salew

B
Pl

aondueh passes ware scatbered over the Gertan lines in large cusnbities and

aiso glven to the Pi-voluntesrs. A s a rule, huvovery ahhy were nob

honored vhen thelr bearers were eaphbured, M
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(2) In addition to preparing Pl-volunteers, members of 7-Section
detachments participated in repular P interropations. Thile
7-Seption psychological warfare met with some suecess against non-
Germans, it can be sald to have had only a limited effectiveness
apainst repular Geynon undts and pragtically none whatsoever against
Cermon 8S formations, cven in the last months of the war, Although
German soldiers deserted in ever-increasing mumbers affter the :
start of the Red Army's final offensive in Poland in Jamary 1945,
it i3 not likely that they were greatly influenced into survendering
by Soviet wropaganda warfare. Tor the individual Corman soldier,
it was simly o matter of savine his life by surrendering rather
;ihan gacrificing it needlessly in the last weeks of a war slready

ost.

Verke anong eivilian population

(1) During tho Polish carmoign, 7-Scebtions, in additicn to their militamy
tasks, earried out extensive "apitprop® among the Polish ponmulation,
This involved chiefly the disteibuition of Polish-language propaganda
Literature on the Soviet Union and the Red \rmy and similar leaflets
on the Ixiblin Cormitbee and the Unlon of Polish Patriots in “ostow.
The 7-Section detachments 31zo investipated comlaints by clvilians
apainst Red Jaymy peoreormel, Those found muilyy, after investisation,
of vioclating Stalin's order concerning treationt of the eivilian
population vere tuwrned over fo cowrbs-maritial for triol, Althoush
offonders were severely nunished, ecases of looting ond pillaping
were not infraquent and did rmch o vitlate 7-Scction political
activities in Polond, ) N

(2} In general, all mibters of a eivil affairs nature fell within the
compelence of 7-Sectlon detachments. In these mmtters, as in 2ll
7-Section worl, there was olways close cooveration with the Political
and Spocial ("Smershit) Sections.

4. Tork of 7-Sections in Occupied Tervitory

[

be

In oceunied Cernany, the 7-Secticnz of the FHed lrmy were responsible for
rehapilitating the Cermam povernmental ammaratus, Torkine throuph local
Komendaturas, 7-Section persomel carried out Jonazificationg selection
of new administrative officlals, and, in short, all phases of military
goverment astivity., Organization of politiecal purdles, unions; and other
matters affecting the political, culiural, and economic 1ife im the Soviet
Zone were all within the competonce of the 7th SGection. Iany Cerman
Cormmnists vho had served in the Red lrmy duringe the war as 7-Section
instructors or "anti-Fagscists® imediately took over responsible wosts in

. the XPL, so that cooperation betwecn the Soviet authorities and the
Commnilst Party vmas very close. ILater, sclected ex-I"w from the I'ree

- Cermany Comitiece and even nerbers of the Learue of Cerwuan Officers.
twere placed in administrative positiong, In cooperation with the XP),
intensivo "agitprop® was carried on wnony the Jeriwn population during
the 1ond reforn period.

7-Sedbion persomncl alco collected documents und evidence concerning

atrocitics, concentration caps, Jazl policy tovard forcipn lubor
congerints, otc., which wre tuuned over to Joviet war crinmes comissions.

SRz Boin
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The 7-Section paxrticipated, also, on an owdliary basis; in the screening
of Iugsion and othor digpleced verstns repatriated from the western zenes
of occupation. In collaboration with 1VD persommel, 7-Section detachments
enpaged In cortain intellipence activities in the transient DP camps, such
as interrogation of repatriates a@bout order of battle in the Dritish and
Ameriecan Zones,

Liguidation of the 7-Sections

The psycholorisal warfare functions of the 7-Sections cnded vwith the cessation
of hostilitles. Since they were primarily organizod into iactlcal detachments
with the ficld forees, their usefulnoss in civil affairs matters ceased with
the establishment of regular military government. In July 1945, therefore,
by order of the Chisef Political Adminlstration of the Red Aymy, all 7-Sections
were deactivated and their versomnel traneferred to Politiczl Seetions or
military covernment,
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